
Evansville Environmental
Protection Agency

The regulation of air pollution started in 1931, when the
concern with air quality was first documented by Evansville’s
first smoke ordinance. Monitoring and controlling air
pollutants in Evansville started in 1970 when the Air Pollution
Control Department was created in the City of Evansville. In
1974, its role was taken over by the newly created Evansville
Environmental Protection Agency (EEPA).

EEPA also regulates open burning* since
air pollution from open burning can cause
serious health problems and damage the
environment. Most open fires require
advanced approval from the EEPA.

In addition, the EEPA issues Air Quality
Alerts including Ozone Alerts and
Particulate Alerts when levels of some air
pollutants are projected to exceed
national air quality standards. Air Quality
Forecasts are also provided on the EEPA’s
website.

Evansville Environmental Protection Agency’s 
website can be accessed at:
http://www.evansville.in.gov/index.aspx?page=5
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Who Protects our Air in 
Evansville? 

OZONE ALERTS

AIR PERMITSOPEN BURNING 
REGULATIONS

Vine Street, early 1900s
(photo courtesy of Evansville EPA)

In the early 1900s, our air in Evansville has been heavily
polluted mainly due to the combustion of coal for energy
generation, industrial production, and manufacturing.

Specifically, the EEPA regulates emissions of air
pollutants by requiring businesses and
manufacturers to obtain operating permits
when they install, modify, or operate any
equipment that could potentially discharge air
pollutants.

*Open Burning refers to the burning of any materials where the resulting air contaminants are 
emitted directly into the air, without first passing through a stack or chimney from an enclosed 
chamber. 
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Figures 1 and 2 show trends of the some of the
air pollutants in Vanderburgh County since
1980. As you can see, amounts of carbon
monoxide, nitrogen oxides, particulate matter,
and sulfur dioxide have markedly declined over
the last 30 years.
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-81.1%(Above) Figure 1. Carbon monoxide trend 
since 1980 in Vanderburgh County 

(Right) Figure 2. Trends of nitrogen oxides, 
particulate matter 2.5 and 10, and sulfur 
dioxide since 1980 in Vanderburgh County Source: Criteria Pollutants Air Quality Trend 

Analysis Report (1980-2010), IDEM

Other local efforts

Vectren owns a total of 1,000 Mega Watt
(MW) coal-fired power plants to meet
energy demands in Evansville. The company
has recently invested more than $410 million
to upgrade its emission control equipment
to reduce air pollution. As a result, SO2 and
NOx emissions have declined 90% and
80%, respectively, since 1970. The new
equipment also removes particulate matter
at an average of 99% efficiency.

WNIN partnered with the Evansville
Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) to create and air a monthly TV
series titled “Healthy Air: Healthy
Communities” to educate citizens about
air quality. Episodes have focused on our
history of air pollution and efforts that our
community are making in environmental
issues. The program can be viewed at
http://video.wnin.org/program/healthy-
air-healthy-communities/.

Thanks to a variety of clean air programs put in place locally, regionally (i.e. the NOx SIP Call, CAIR,
and state rules), and nationally (i.e. the Acid Rain Program, Tier II Emission Standards for Vehicles
and Gasoline Sulfur Standards, Heavy-Duty Diesel Engine Program, and the Clean Air Nonroad
Diesel Rule), air quality in Evansville has improved significantly (IDEM (Indiana Department of
Environmental Management), 2012)
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