
PROBLEM B

Mesker Park Zoo planted a rain garden to
reduce silt and pollutants in runoff water
coming from their gift shop roof. Native
plants were used in this rain garden
because they don't require fertilizer and are
more tolerant of the local climate, soil, and
water conditions. These plants also have
deep root systems which help replenish
groundwater.

The Zoo also created buffer strips, grassed
waterway, and pasture in what was the
Asian Wild Horse exhibit. The project
allows more sediment and water to be
absorbed and filtered, resulting in
reducing water pollution and preventing
rain from causing the manure to run off.

Rain Garden Project

Water Conservation

Masker Park Zoo & Botanic Garden

WATER TANKS IN EVANSVILLE

in Evansville

Copyright @ Blueggs Environmental Education Ltd. Think Environment in Math



*Infiltration systems allow runoff water to percolate into the subsoil, which reduces stormwater
runoff (see an infiltration system of University Evansville on page 149).

Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Indiana (TMMI), partnering with World Water Monitoring
Challenge* (WWMC), offers a water monitoring program to about 2,200 6th grade
students in Southwest Indiana every year. The program begins with classroom training
that focuses on the importance of clean water to ecosystems, sources of water pollution,
and basic sampling techniques.

*World Water Monitoring Challenge is an
international education and outreach program
that builds public awareness and involvement in
protecting water resources around the world by
engaging citizens to conduct basic monitoring
of their local water bodies.

Combined sewer overflow (CSO) occurs when
the volume of precipitation exceeds the
capacity of waste water treatment plants and
some untreated sewage / stormwater is
discharged without treatment. To reduce the
frequency of CSOs, the Evansville Sewer
Department conducted a pilot project and
created “green” infrastructure below eight city
blocks of sidewalks that captures, stores, and
infiltrates* stormwater in the downtown
Evansville area. The pilot project that cost
$235,000 has the potential to remove over 1.2
million gallons of stormwater from the
Evansville’s combined sewer system annually.

Reduction of Combined Sewer Overflows

Open graded stone being installed around the Old 
Courthouse

Water Monitoring

Then the students are taken to one of the
100 different local watersheds to conduct
sampling to collect and analyze water. All
monitoring data is uploaded to the WWMC
database.

Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Indiana

Evansville Sewer Department
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NRCS provides America’s farmers and
ranchers with financial and technical
assistance to voluntarily put conservation
on the ground not only helping the
environment but agricultural operations,
too. NRCS removed the Pigeon Creek
logjam with a partnership between the
State DNR, County Commissioners, local
landowners, and area contractors. This
project saved thousands of tons of soil
and water contamination of Pigeon Creek.

Before

After

Pigeon Creek Logjam Removal Project 

The Schroeder Family School of Business
Administration Building at University of Evansville,
designed by Hafer Associates, is equipped with a
stormwater infiltration / detention system, which is
installed underground. The system allows water to
percolate into the soil and prevents flash flooding
and CSO as a result.

The system also
allows bacteria to
consume oil,
antifreeze, and
other waste
products in the
water before it
enters the soil,
playing a critical
role in preventing
water from
contamination.

Stormwater
Infiltration/Detention System
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