
In Donora, Pennsylvania,
thick clouds of air
pollution were created
and stayed for five days.
This smog killed 20
people and made 6,000
people sick.

1948 
Donora Smog

1970 
Air Pollution Laws

An air pollution law, 
called the Clean Air 
Act, was created to 
control air pollution 
in the United States.

1997 
Hybrid Electric 

Vehicle

Hybrid-electric 
vehicles that 
produce less air 
pollution became 
widely available.

2008 
Generation of the 

World’s Largest Wind 
Energy

Untied States produced 
the world’s largest amount 
of electricity from wind 
energy that does not 
produce air pollution.

The following shows some historical events relating to air quality in the United 
States.
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v How many years have passed since the Donora Smog happened?

v How many years did it take for our country to become the world’s largest wind energy
producer since the creation of air pollution laws?

v How many years are there between the year when the Donora Smog happened and the year
when hybrid-electric vehicles became widely available?

v How many years did it take to make a law to control air pollution since the Donora Smog took
place?
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Answer Key

2018 -1948 = 70 (years) 

1970 -1948 = 22 (years) 

2008 -1970 = 38 (years) 

1997 -1948 = 49 (years) 


